THE COMPLETED WORK OF ART 


The work of art--what are some synonyms for phenomena that are 

at the same time autonomous and aesthetic? The Making of Americans 
of Gertrude Stein: an immutable world in equipoise liber- 
ated from the mutability of empirical space and time by 
the human mind. Melancholy and Mystery of a Street of 
Giorgio de Chirico (1914, 34 1/4" x 38 1/4", Collection 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Resor, New Canaan, CT): a cele- 
bration of the fact that complexity without order is 
confusion/of the fact that order without complexity is 
boredom. Tugendhat House of Miës van der Rohe (1930, 
Brno, Czechoslovakia): a celebration of the belief that 
the greatest works of art are those in which are co- 
existent a high degree of order and a high degree of 
complexity. The Waste Land of T. S. Eliot: an ecstatic 
testament of surrender of human nature to the human 
mind. Variations on an Original Theme Opus 36 of Sir 
Edward Elgar: a jubilant celebration of victory of the 
human mind over human nature. Lohengrin of Richard 
Wagner: a unique and self-subsistent aesthetic phe- 
nomenon that unifies and brings order only to itself. 
Parade of Erik Satie: a revised expression of thoughts 
and re-thoughts, a portrait of the artist. La Guerre 
de Troie n'aura pas lieu of Jean Giraudoux: a formal- 
ized structure for thinking and re-thinking, a portrait 
of the world. Lady Windermere's Fan of Oscar Wilde: 

an affirmation of coherence created by the conscious 
analytical mind of man for the perpetual use of the 
human mind. Madame Recamier of Jacques Louis David 
(1800, 68" X 85 3/4", Louvre): a dialectical reconcili- 
ation of the will-to-form (emanating from the artist) 
and the will-to-formlessness (emanating from the world). 
Home of the Heron of George Innes (1893, oil on canvas, 
30" X 45", The Art Institute of Chicago, IL): a pre- 
liminary ontological inquiry undertaken by the human 
mind. The Sea Gull of Anton Chekhov: the ultimate on- 
tological manifesto created by the mind of man. Head 
of a Young Woman (?) of Michelangelo (c. 1540-1542, 
black chalk drawing, 212 mm. X 142 mm., The Royal Col- 
lection, The Royal Library, Windsor Castle): conclusive 
evidence of the fact that a human mind at particular 
spatial and temporal coordinates was successful in es- 
tablishing a harmony with itself and the world of ob- 
jects and events, a harmonic parade. Symphony No. 5 

in D Major of Ralph Vaughan Williams: a dialectic be- 
tween the forces of creation and the forces of destruc- 
tion incarnated in an autonomous-aesthetiec whole, a 
parade harmony. Le Chant du rossignol of Igor Stravin- 
sky: a transition/the song of the earth formalized. 





